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Abstract
For the first time since FAO started monitoring undernourishment trends, the number of chronically hungry people is higher in the most recent period relative to the base period of 1990. FAO estimates that mainly as a result of high food prices, the number of chronically hungry people in the world rose by 75 million in 2007 and a further 40 million in 2008  to reach 963 million (SOFI 2008). Due to the financial crisis, world growth is expected to slow and with it demand and prices of commodities. The lower food prices may be good for consumers and a relief after the soaring prices at the beginning of 2008 but the impact of slower growth may erode the benefits. In addition to concerns over food and commodity price variations attention should also focus on long-term threats, such as demographic growth and urbanization; growing demand for biofuels; land and environmental constraints; and climate change.
With the increase of undernourishment in the world and the many threats ahead, the task of achieving the MDG 1 and the World Food Summit Goal
 will require an enormous and resolute global effort and concrete actions. To face this challenge, Governments need to follow a comprehensive twin-track approach in the formulation and implementation of their poverty reduction and food security policies. This would include (i) measures aimed at increasing agricultural productivity especially of smallholders; and (ii) carefully targeted safety nets and social protection programmes for the most food insecure and vulnerable.  At the same time, the institutional context of a country will determine how the two tracks can be implemented. This context includes aspects such as the range of organizations or institutions involved and their interests and relative power, and the formal and informal rules that govern the interactions among different players. 
The context and the extent to which a Government adheres to the principles of good governance and human rights (e.g. the right to food) shape the ways in which policy processes work and determine whether the twin-track can achieve the desired impact. The human right to food provides a coherent framework to address critical governance dimensions in the fight against hunger and malnutrition. It gives voice to a wide array of relevant stakeholders and seeks to empower and include the most vulnerable groups. By stating that food is a fundamental human right, individuals should have the possibility to hold their Governments accountable and claim their right. This, in turn, will improve Government action and ensure that the measures under the first and second track are implemented efficiently and effectively.
Right to Food and Global Governance of Food Security : At the root of the failure to effectively reduce hunger, is the failure of the global food security governance and architecture. Fragile institutions and lack of effective coordination and participation at global, regional and national level impede the implementation of sound food security plans. At global level, a truly representative, action-oriented body with strong political support, credible scientific basis and adequate financial support is needed. The structure should be supported by national level alliances and coalitions which will coordinate food security action.  Such alliances and coalitions, in order to function, have to be based on the participation of major stakeholders at country level ( UN agencies, private sector, civil society organizations ) and should be supported by sound scientific analysis.  Right to food principles especially those of accountability, good governance, participation and sound institutions will be the overall framework on which those coalitions will be based.  the right to food the will be the fundamental third track which will increase the effectiveness of such a coordination mechanism. Human rights principles by nature, demand broad participation of all relevant stakeholders and ensure that members of this network can be held accountable. The Right to Food Guidelines, adopted by FAO member states by consensus in 2004, provide a conceptual framework for action at global, regional and national level. 
� Reducing the proportion of undernourished people by half in 2015 (MDG 1) and reducing the number of undernourished people to half their level in 1992 no later than 2015 (WFS)
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